
playground.  Good news is that most 

parks have free parking!  

Make a list of things your child can 

identify and let them go scavenger 

hunting.  The list will help them 

reinforce necessary reading skills. 

Have a picnic.  Not only is this re-

laxing for you, but it gives children 

the opportunity to play outside and 

enjoy a healthy meal.   

Flying a kite is a great  way to fit in 

some exercise while having fun.   

Visit the Atlanta Botanical Gardens 

and make your experience a learning 

one.  Discuss the different colors and 

types of plants and flowers with your 

child.     

Weôve had an exceptionally long winter 

and spring is finally here.  If youôre not 

ready for it, your kids are!  Make the 

most of your and your childôs day to en-

joy day to day activities.  The time is 

right, the sun is shining, so get ready to 

have fun.   

Help children develop large muscles 

by allowing them to partake in out-

door activities such as running, kick-

ing balls, swinging and rolling down 

hills.   

Take a walk to your local library and 

partake in their Summer Reading 

programs.  Make sure to register for 

a free library card so you can visit 

time and time again.    

Visit your local or community park 

and let your children play on the 

Go bicycle riding.  Make sure to 

wear the proper gear like helmets 

and knee pads to prevent injuries.   

Visit the Atlanta Zoo and discuss 

different animals with your child.  

You can explain where the animals 

originally come from, whether its 

Africa or Antarctica!                

Tips for Parents  

ELCBP  

Smart Start/UWMA  

100 Edgewood Avenue, NE Suite 515  

Atlanta, Georgia 30303  

Mailing Address: 

  

  

  

  

Hub Si tes  by County:  
 

Butts  Coun ty  
But ts  Coun ty Publ ic  Schools   

 
Cobb County  

Auste l l  Commun i ty  Taskforce  
Frankl in  Road Weed and  Seed 

 
Dekalb  Coun ty  

Scot tda le  Chi ld  Development Center  
Refugee Fami ly  Serv ices 

 
Ful ton  County  

Annie E.  Casey At lan ta  Civ ic  Si te  
 

Gwinnet t  County  
 Fami l ies  Fi rs t  

 
Rockdale  Coun ty  

Rockdale  Coun ty Publ ic  Schools FAST FACT: 
Music quite naturally provides opportunities to practice 
patterns, math concepts, and symbolic thinking skills.  

(excerpted from Young Children - March 2010)  Weôre on the Web! 

www.smartstartga.org   

Did you know? 

The Center for Puppetry Arts 

offers workshops for children.  

Visit www.puppet.org for more 

information! 

ELCBP Approved!  

 

Check out these websites 
for early learning  

resources:  

 

www.naeyc.org  

www.patnc.org  

www.decal.ga.gov 

www.gayconline.org  

www.nbcdi.org  

www.getreadytoread.org  

www.rif.org  
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Inside this issue:  

The Importance of Early Language  
and Literacy  

 Many people believe that children 

learn to read and write in kindergar-

ten or first grade; however, the foun-

dation for literacy skills is laid years 

before children enter school. Emer-

gent literacy, much like any other 

cognitive skill, begins at birth. Dur-

ing the early years, children develop 

competency in language and literacy 

not through a set curriculum, but 

through interactions and experiences 

with the adults around them. Young 

children benefit when teachers are 

both knowledgeable and intentional 

in how they support and nurture 

early language and literacy.  

When we use the term ñearly,ò or 

ñemergent literacy,ò we are referring 

to what children know about com-

munication, language (verbal and 

nonverbal), reading, and writing 

before they can actually read and 

write. It encompasses all the experi-

ences children have had with conver-

sation, stories (oral and written), 

books, and print (Parlakian, 2003).  

(Continued on page 2) 

Early Learning Community 
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All children in the 13 counties of metropolitan Atlanta will be prepared for and successful in school as 

a result of engaged families and strong community partnerships   

(Pictured above: Parents and 

children at the 2010 Smart 

Start MOYC Signature Eventð

Imagine It! Childrenôs Museum 

of Atlanta) 

2010 Month of the Young Child  

Smart Start Signature Event 
On  Saturday, April 17th, 2010, 

over 500 families joined us at the 

Childrenôs Museum of Atlanta for 

an evening filled with fun, food 

and educational activities.  

To celebrate young children and 

highlight the importance of early 

learning,  we took children 

ñbeyond the bookò with Smart 

Startôs 2010 MOYC signature 

book, If You Give a Mouse a 

Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff.  

 During the event, children and 

their parents explored each of the 

themed learning stations with 

activities designed to increase 

childrenôs school readiness skills. 

Families also had the opportunity 

to visit the Museumôs standing 

and special exhibits, including 

their current exhibitðCyberchase.  

Each family that attended re-

ceived a copy of  If You Give a 

Mouse a Cookie, along with an 

assortment of fun learning activi-

ties to support 

literacy learning 

and continuing to 

go beyond the 

book at home.  

 

mailto:ccain@uwma.org
mailto:lmiller@uwma.org
mailto:airvin@uwma.org
mailto:mperez@uwma.org
mailto:rmalaven@bellsouth.net
mailto:plross@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Early literacy skills unfold simultaneously as 

children master other domains of develop-

ment, such as social emotional skills. In fact, 

the emotional bonds between young children 

and their families, other adults, and peers in-

fluence childrenôs motivation and potential to 

learn (Snow, Burns, & Griffin, 1998). It is 

through positive, meaningful relationships and 

experiences that children gain confidence in 

their ability to explore and learn from the 

world around them.  

Similarly, research indicates that family ex-

pectations and involvement are also important 

factors influencing later school achievement in 

young children. Families who support and 

believe in their childrenôs ability to learn are 

promoting their school readiness (Snow, 

Burns, & Griffin, 1998). Likewise, teacher 

expectations have also been shown to influ-

ence childrenôs school achievement (Bamburg, 

1994).  

For young children, literacy, language, and 

culture are interrelated. Through literacy ex-

periences, children see the values and beliefs 

of their culture presented in a positive and 

nurturing light. Language is also an important 

expression of culture. As young children ac-

quire their home language, they are mastering 
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ELCBP News and Important Information  

Importance of Early Language and Literacy (contôd)  

Pictures from 2010 Month of the Young Child Signature Event  

EARLY LEARNING COMMU NITY BASED PARTNERSHIPS (ELCBP) 

April  is Month of the Young Child ï Great News! Smart Start 

will be supplying you with ñfamily friendlyò activities for 

MOYCéplus a signature event! 

 

 

Sustainability Planning Training Days 1 & 2 ï May 20th and  

 July 21st at the United Way of Metro Atlanta 

 

Next Quarterly Report Due: 

July 15th, 2010 (April, May, June) 

 

Parent Leadership Institutes Upcoming Dates: 

Gwinnett: May 7th   

Gwinnett: May 20th    

Gwinnett: June 18th   

 

Upcoming Hub Staff Meetings: 

Thursday, May 13th, 2010: Bi-Monthly ï Parent Educators at 

Austell Community Taskforce 

Thursday, June 17th, 2010: Quarterly ï All Hub Staff 

(including Supervisors) at Franklin Road Weed and Seed 

 

the knowledge and skills that form the 

basis of their cultural identity. For this 

reason, it is important for young children 

to be supported in maintaining their home 

language, especially when they are receiv-

ing care in English-language settings.  

This article was excerpted from the follow-

ing publication: Im, J., Osborn, C., 

Sánchez, S. and Thorp, E. (in press). Cra-

dling Literacy: Building Teachersô Skills to 

Nurture Early Language and Literacy 

Birth to Five.  Washington, DC: ZERO TO 

THREE. 
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ELCBP Events for April 2010  
 Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1  Beaver Ridge Pre-K 

Visit (9 am);    Little 

School Graduation 
(Rockbridge ES 3pm) 

2   3   Home Depot 

Kids Workshop 

(Rockbridge Hub 

9:30am) 

4 5 Little School Parents 

Group Mtg. (12:30 pm) 

6   7  Countdown to Kinder-

garten (Las Colinas Apts. 

6:30pm-7:45pm); Home 
Mobile Park School Visit 
(9 am) 

8  Beaver Ridge 

School Visit (9 am) 

9 Kindergarten Morning 

Group (Rockbridge 9 

am);   Kindergarten 

Reading Group (Little 

School 3:30 pm)   

10 

11  MOYC 

Celebration 

(Gwinnett 

Braves) 

12 

 

13  14   Home Mobile Park 

Activities; Water Safety & 

Summer Activities;  Learn-

ing Van, Mama Koku 

15 �3�/�,�����6�W�����3�D�W�U�L�F�N�·�V��

Catholic Church); 

Beaver Ridge ES 

Activities 

16   Hands on Literacy 

Parade 

17 Smart Start 

Signature Event 

���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���0�X��

seum 6:30pm) 

18 19  20 21   Home Mobile Park 

Activities  

22 Beaver Ridge ES 

Activities 

  

23 Story Stretchers 

Training (Childcare Net-

work #33 6:30pm-

7:30pm); Kinder Group 

Reading Club (3:30) 

24 

25 26 27  Play and Learn 

(Scottdale 11 am); 

PTAPE Parent Meeting 

(6pm) 

28 Home Mobile Park 

Math Solving; Learning 

Van; Challenging Behav-

iors Workshop #4 

29 Family Stability 

Project Mtg. (PAL office 

6:30pm-8 pm); Beaver 

Ridge Math Solving  

30 Little School Par-

ents Group Mtg. (10 am) 

 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

      1  Kindergar-

ten Open 

Houses; Day of 

Hope 

2 3 4   5  The Culture Fair 

(First Steps ELC 

6:30pm-7:45pm) 

6   7  �3�/�,�����6�W�����3�D�W�U�L�F�N�·�V��

Catholic Church); 

Celebrate Mom Lunch 

8  
Mad Hatter 

(Woodruff Arts 

Center) 

 

9 10 11 Potty Training (Las 

Colinas Apts. 10am-

11am & 6pm-7:30pm); 

Learning Van 

12  PAT Group Mtg-

(Scottdale 2:45 pm); 

Stewards of Children 

Training 

13 Bi-Monthly Hub 

Coordinator Meeting 

(Austell Community 

Taskforce) 

14    15 
 

16 17 18 19   Challenging Be-

haviors Workshop #5; 

Teddy Bear Picnic 

(Indian Springs)   

20  The Culture Fair 

(First Steps ELC 6:30pm

-7:45pm); PLI (St. Pat-
�U�L�F�N�·�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���&�K�X�U�F�K������ 
Sustainability Training  

21  22   

23 

 

        30 

24 

 

                        31   

25 PTAPE Parent Mtg 

(Scottdale 6pm) 

26  Learning Van 

 

27 Family Stability 

Project Mtg. (PAL of-

fice 6:30pm-8 pm) 

28 29 

ELCBP Events for May 2010  

Did you know? 

Smart Start is partnering with 

Young Audiences and inviting  

ELCBP families to The Mad Hatter 

Fundraising Event  on May 8th  

Congratulations Rockdale!!

United Way BridgeBuilders 

donated over 480 books to young 

children in Rockdale County for 

Month of the Young Child!  


