
bility, routines, caring, kindness, 

friendship, patience and helping.     

Get a pet for your child.  Relation-

ships with animals help build com-

panionship, provide bonding and 

therapy as well as develop caring 

relationships in the child.   

All pets should be fully immunized 

and suitable for contact with chil-

dren.  The CDC recommends that no 

child under 5 come in contact with 

amphibians, reptiles, baby chicks or 

ducklings for the fear of salmonella 

and other infections.   

After contact with any animal, chil-

dren should thoroughly wash their 

hands with soap and warm water. 

Never leave a child unattended when 

Most young children have an fascination 

and interest about animals. Contact with 

pets is almost universally beneficial for 

all children.  Children feel comfortable 

talking to animals about their fears, frus-

trations, joys, events and activities.  Be-

low are ways to support early develop-

ment in children through their relation-

ships with animals. 

Watching a movie such as Finding 

Nemo with your child is beneficial to 

him/her.  The animal characters have 

human attributes and emotions 

which help children recognize feel-

ings of sharing, friendship and re-

spect.    

By caring for pets/animals, you can 

help build your childôs vocabulary.  

Introduce new words like: responsi-

handling animals or pets.  Always 

keep a first aid kit on hand in case an 

injury occurs.   

Childrenôs books about animals help 

parents teach their children different 

emotions.  Explore affection and 

taking care of others by reading The 

Runaway Bunny by M.W. Brown. 

Plan activities that promote engage-

ment in your child.  Have your child 

draw a picture of an animalôs natural 

habitat or visit the Atlanta Zoo to 

explore the habitats in person. 

(adapted from ñClassroom Pets and Young 

ChildrenòðYoung ChildrenðMay 2010) 

Tips for Parents : Children and Animals  

ELCBP  

Smart Start/UWMA  

100 Edgewood Avenue, NE Suite 515  

Atlanta, Georgia 30303  

Mailing Address: 

  

  

  

  

Hub Si tes  by County:  
 

Butts  Coun ty  
But ts  Coun ty Publ ic  Schools   

 
Cobb County  

Auste l l  Commun i ty  Taskforce  
Frankl in  Road Weed and  Seed 

 
Dekalb  Coun ty  

Scot tda le  Chi ld  Development Center  
Refugee Fami ly  Serv ices 

 
Ful ton  County  

Annie E.  Casey At lan ta  Civ ic  Si te  
 

Gwinnet t  County  
 Fami l ies  Fi rs t  

 
Rockdale  Coun ty  

Rockdale  Coun ty Publ ic  Schools FAST FACT: 
Infants and toddlers learn best when they feel safe and can 

trust the adults who care for them.  
(Zero To Three - 2008)  Weôre on the Web! 

www.smartstartga.org   

Research shows that children across 

ages find emotional comfort in their 

relationships with animals. 

(excerpted from:  

Young ChildrenñMay 2010) 

ELCBP Approved!  

 

Check out these websites 
for early learning  

resources:  

 

www.naeyc.org  

www.patnc.org  

www.decal.ga.gov 

www.gayconline.org  

www.nbcdi.org  

www.getreadytoread.org  

www.rif.org  
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All children in the 13 counties of metropolitan Atlanta will be prepared for and successful in school as 

a result of engaged families and strong community partnerships   

Pictured above: Parents and staff attending the 2009-10 Parent Leadership Institute 

Parent Leadership Institute   

Gwinnett County  

The Parent Leadership Institute 

(PLI) is a series of six full day 

workshops led by the Parent Ser-

vices Project (PSP) designed to 

train and support emerging parent 

leaders in early childhood and 

school settings.  

On Friday, June 18th , 2010 over 

30 parents from both Gwinnett 

and Cobb counties will be gradu-

ating from the 2009-10 Parent 

Leadership Institute hosted in 

Gwinnett County at St. Patrickôs 

Catholic Church in Norcross.  

Parents who have attended the 

institute had the opportunity to 

strengthen their skills to take 

greater leadership roles in the 

systems serving their children and 

have built relationships with other 

parents of children birth to age 

five that live in their community.  

The Parent Leadership Institute is 

based on local strengths, needs 

and interests. Between sessions, 

parents were given homework 

assignments intended to support 

and expound on specific topics 

explored during each workshop.   

Core topics covered include:  

Strategic planning for your-

self and your family; 
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